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Applicants request consideration of the references listed on the attached PTO-1449 form. 
Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98 (a)(2)(ii), only copies of foreign patent documents and/or non-patent 
literature are enclosed. Copies of any listed U.S. patents or U.S. patent application publications 
can be provided upon request. 

A copy of a communication from the European Patent Office (EPO) in a counterpart 
apphcation is also enclosed. 

EP 0 953 946 corresponds to 6,3 11, 165 (Coutts), which previously was cited in 
connection with this pending application. 

This statement is being filed after a final Office action, but before payment of the issue 
fee. Each item of information in this statement (/) was cited in the enclosed communication from 
the EPO in a counterpart foreign application, the communication being dated July 1, 2005, which 
is not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement, and (//) to the knowledge of the 
undersigned, was not first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart application which was more than three months prior to the filing date of this 
statement. 
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A check for $180 in payment of the late submission fee of §L17(p) is enclosed. Please 
apply any other charges or credits to Deposit Account No. 06-1050. 
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